
INTRODUCTION 

Episodic memory is the ability to recover past experiences and projects ourselves into the future. It is related to contextual information 
(both spatially and temporally). This type of memory is highly sensitive to aging, the passage of time, forgetfulness, interference and 
confusion 1. Furthermore, episodic memory processes are modulated by both anxiety and depression 2,3. People's mental health has 
deteriorated due to the Covid-19 pandemic, showing higher levels in both values 4. There is a general consensus  that pleasant or aversive 
events are better remembered than neutral events5. Regarding false memories, there is no such consensus. Some authors found that 
emotional content generates more false memories6, however, it was also found that negative content reduces false memories 7. In this 
study we evaluated the effects of emotional variables, such as anxiety and depression, on memory encoding and consolidation of true and 
false details of aversive and neutral stories.  
 

Main goal:  To study if emotional episodic memory encoding and consolidation were impaired in the context of this pandemic.   
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RESULTS 

 N: 100 (36 FEMALES, 64 MALES) 
 AGE: 18-30 
 All experiments were done using 
virtual video calling platforms. 
 Training and testing took place at 
the same time each day. 
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Contrary to previous studies5, we found that the neutral group encoded 
significantly more true details than the aversive one. Moreover, we observed 
that the higher the anxiety values, the less encoding of true details for the 
aversive content. Regarding false details, the neutral group had more false 
memories than the aversive one. Furthermore, there is a positive correlation 
between trait anxiety values and encoding ​​for the neutral group. It is important 
to highlight that there is an optimal anxiety state for emotional memory 
formation12. Taking into account that anxiety and depression values are 
increased during the Covid-19 quarantine4, people would be displaced from this 
optimal value, so the encoding of aversive content could be impaired. 
Interestingly, in a normal context, females showed higher anxiety and depression 
values than males 10,11. However, while these values are currently increased, we 
found no significant differences between genders. This could suggest that males 
could be more affected by the current situation, explaining the impaired 
encoding, independently of the emotional memory content.  
Regarding false memories, these results support the hypothesis that false 
memory formation is related to the amount of details encoded13. 
 

EMOTIONAL EPISODIC MEMORY 

FORMATION DURING COVID-19 

QUARANTINE: PRELIMINARY RESULTS 

(1) Tulving E (2002) Annu. rev. psychol. 53(1), 1-25. (2) Airaksinen E, Larsson M & Forsell Y (2005) J. psychiatr. Res. 39(2), 207-214. (3) 
Lemogne C, Piolino P, Friszer S, Claret A, Girault N, Jouvent R & Fossati P (2006). Conscious. cogn. 15(2), 258-268. (4) Etchevers et al (2020). 
OPSA. Recuperado de: http://www.psi.uba.ar/opsa/#informes (5) Hamann SB, Ely TD, Grafton ST & Kilts CD(1999) Nat. neurosci. 2(3), 289-
293.(6) Corson Y & Verrier N (2007) Psychol. sci. 18(3), 208-211.(7) Storbeck J & Clore GL (2005). Psychol. Sci. 16(10), 785-791. (8) 
Spielberger CD(1983). State-trait anxiety inventory for adults. (9) Beck AT, Ward C, Mendelson M, Mock J & Erbaugh J (1961). Beck 
depression inventory (BDI). Arch Gen Psychiatry, 4(6), 561-571. (10) Leibovich de Figueroa NB (1991).Teoría y técnicas de evaluación 
psicológica (pp.123-155) (11) Piccinelli M & Wilkinson G (2000). Br. J. Psychiatry, 177(6), 486-492. (12) Diamond DM, Campbell AM, Park CR, 
Halonen J & Zoladz PR (2007). Neural plast. (13) Roediger III HL, Balota DA & Watson JM (2001).  

AVERSIVE/NEUTRAL CONTENT 

T
R

U
E

 D
E

T
A

IL
S

 %
 

T
R

U
E

 D
E

T
A

IL
S

 %
 

F
A

L
S

E
 D

E
T

A
IL

S
 %

 

B
D

I 

T
R

U
E

 D
E

T
A

IL
S

 
- 11 PHOTOS 

(15 sec. 

display  

on screen) + 

AUDIO 

STORY 

 
 

 
 
 Copyright © 2020 – Contact email: cleon@itba.edu.ar 

MEMORY CHANGE 

r = -0,37 
p=  ,006 
 
 

AVERSIVE 
r = -0,07 
p=  ,61 
 
 

NEUTRAL 
-We observed a 
negative correlation 
between state anxiety 
values and true details 
encoded for the 
aversive memory.  
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** *** 

AVERSIVE   NEUTRAL AVERSIVE   NEUTRAL AVERSIVE   NEUTRAL 

r = 0,31 
p= ,032 
 
 

TRAINING TESTING 

r = -0,01 
p= ,94 
 
 

NEUTRAL 

* * 

-We observed a 
positive correlation 
between trait anxiety 
values and true details 
encoded for the 
neutral memory.  
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BDI VALUES 

r = -0,67  
p= ,006 
 
 

NEUTRAL-MALES 

AVERSIVE-FEMALES 

BDI VALUES 

AVERSIVE-FEMALES 
r = -0,40  
p=  ,018 
 
 

STAI (STATE) 

-We observed a negative  
correlation between depression 
values and memory change for 
males in the neutral group. 

r = -0,42  
p= ,014 
 
 

-We found a negative correlation 
for both depression as well as 
state anxiety values, and true 
details at training, for females in  
the aversive group. There was no 
significant correlation for females 
in the neutral group  for these 
variables 
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AVERSIVE-FEMALES 
r = 0,004 
p= ,98 
 
 

       STAI (TRAIT)        STAI (TRAIT)        STAI (TRAIT) 

r = 0,36 
p= ,043 
 
 

NEUTRAL-FEMALES 

** 
* 

** 

-We found a positive  
correlation between trait  
anxiety values and false  
details at testing for  
females  in the neutral 
group. There was no 
significant correlation for 
neither females in the 
aversive group nor for  
males in the neutral group. 
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r = -0,18 
p= ,51 
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TRAINING TESTING 

NEUTRAL-MALES 

In a normal context, the mean values ​​of anxiety and depression are different between 
genders: females present higher values of both10,11. But here we observed that the values 
​​between genders did not differ. This led us to include the variable ‘’gender’’ in the data 
analysis. 
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